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HADDONFIELD ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION/SUSTAINABLE HADDONFIELD  
MONTHLY MEETING 

 
Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

7:30 PM, BOROUGH HALL 
 

MINUTES 
 
ATTENDEES 
 
EC/SH – Bert Cossaboon, Diane Schrauth, Mike Tyler, John Stokes, Saba Aftab, Doug 
Campbell, Julie Beddingfield, Tom Vecchio, Dan Brewer, Anna Hermes, Mishael Azam, 
Kerenza Reid, Lara Barrett  
 
HMHS students - Megan Mansfield, Hamna Khalid 
 
REGULAR ITEMS AND ON-GOING ACTIVITIES 
 
Roll call, introductions and guests 
 
Review and approve meeting minutes from March meeting 

Saba motioned to approve the minutes and Dan seconded the motion. The March 2016 
minutes were approved without revision. 
 

Announcements 
Bert is moving to Westmont, so he will need to step down as co-chair of EC/SH. The 
group will need a new co-chair to help Diane. 

 
Earth Day activities and plans 

The EC/SH Earth Day celebration is this Saturday, April 23rd from 10AM – 2PM. Bert 
emailed out a list of activities and vendors that will be at the event, including 
composting and rain barrel demonstrations and SolarCity information. There will also be 
a “Green Challenge” sign-up sheet at the EC/SH table, which is part of gaining 
Sustainable Jersey points. Anyone that adds their email to the list serve will be entered 
to win raffle prizes from local green businesses. 

 
HMHS has their Earth Day fair on Friday, April 22nd. There will be 3 HMHS projects at the 
EC/SH Earth Day event: EcoLunch, bug habitats, and a project related to implementing 
solar at the school. 

 
The Social Media team did an excellent job promoting the event, with ads in the local 
papers, flyers around town, and a post on the Facebook page.  

 
Update on Sustainable Jersey Actions.  
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Diane reminded the group that the Sustainable Jersey application needs to be submitted 
by June 5. Based on already approved projects, active points, and projects likely to be 
completed soon, Haddonfield is on track to submit over 350 points, which will maintain 
the town at a Silver certification. 

 
 ACTIONS: 

Diane will reach out to individuals to provide supporting materials and a brief write up 
that will go into the Sustainable Jersey package for submission.  
 
Members should get materials to Diane by May 6. 
 
Diane will meet with Sharon later this week to follow up on a few things. 

 
Land Use Committee update.  
 

Land Use Recommendation Projects 
Landscaping – Lara said that the group will have a good outline for the project in about a 
week. She has reached out to Lynn Raus, Robin Potter (Shade Tree Commission), and Bill 
Polise (Planning Board) for input. There is a lot of information available for native plants, 
but Lara is going to double check with local nurseries for native plant availability.  
 
Solar – Doug said that there are only a few outstanding actions so far. First, the group 
needs to look at ordinances and permit costs from nearby towns. The goal would be to 
have Haddonfield be on the low end of permit costs. Second, the group needs to 
address how to protect trees while maintaining and promoting solar access. Since solar 
is installed on private property, residents can do whatever they want to their trees, but 
the goal is to encourage residents to keep their trees. The third issue Doug wants to look 
into is how to maintain access for a resident’s solar installation. For example, a neighbor 
could erect another story on their house, thereby blocking solar access. In some 
instances, ordinances are set up so that you can buy solar access rights from your 
neighbors (e.g. in California). Haddonfield could do something similar.  The Solar group 
should be able to wrap up a write-up well before the 30th. Mark Rusk already finished 
the historic portion. 

 
Stormwater – Diane said that the Stormwater group met with Steve Walko and Todd 
Day to learn how stormwater is managed in the town so far. Next, the group is going to 
meet with Chris Obropta (Rutgers), and will check in with the Impervious Coverage 
committee. 

 
Bancroft redevelopment plan.  
The Bancroft Redevelopment Plan proposed 3 different types of housing: 1) ~80 
townhomes, 2) ~130 condos, and 3) ~107 combined. Land Use Committee put forth 
recommendations to the Commissioners, and the Commissioners have passed along 
these recommendations to the purchaser. Bonding should happen sometime in May-
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June, and then once the borough has control of the property, more detailed planning 
and analysis will occur.  

 
Newsletter & social media.  

The newsletter and social media team is still posting things to Facebook. They 
conducted a survey about plastic bag use. There were 3 questions posed, and 27 people 
participated. Regarding whether residents would support a fee for plastic bags, 70% 
strongly support a 10-25c fee, 20% support, and only 1 vote did not support a fee. The 
same basic feeling came back about using reusable bags: 80% always/often use reusable 
bags, and 100% see plastic bags as an issue in our area.  

 
The group should think about a spring newsletter. It can recap the Earth Day activities, 
mention the plastic bag survey, and include information pertinent to Sustainable Jersey 
actions. 

 
Doug said that the Collingswood Farmers’ Market is moving forward with using 
biodegradable. He wondered if the same thing could be done at the Haddonfield 
Farmers’ Market. 
 
ACTIONS: 
Doug will talk to Ralph about using biodegradable bags at the Haddonfield Farmers’ 
Market.    
 
Members will make sure to take pictures during Earth Day. 
 
Members will continue to send content to the newsletter/social media team. 

 
 

Complete Streets Update.  
Tom said that there is now a draft of the complete streets policy. The 
pedestrian/bike/safe routes in the draft are consistent with the policies identified at the 
last meeting. Diane sent the committee a follow up to the draft policy.  
 
Doug went to check out how much bike commuting occurred at Patco. He watched for 
bikes on 2 afternoons: the 1st day he saw 9 bikes in racks, saw many get on buses with 
bikes, and many get on/off train with bikes. He saw even more bike usage on the 2nd 
day. 
 

HMHS Student projects.  
Three student projects will presented at the EC/SH Earth Day.  
 

Green Businesses 
A person from NJDEP came to some of the town’s businesses for participation in a 
statewide green business program. There are 5 things a business has to do to 
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participate, and NJDEP provides many great tools to help businesses implement the 
actions. Julie is working to complete the program, and would be the first small green 
business in South Jersey. Businesses that are approved get a window cling and a feature 
on Facebook, and potentially a write up on the County website. It would be more 
helpful if the business could get “green” bulbs, supplies, etc. 
 

OTHER ITEMS 
 
Tri County Sustainability Alliance volunteer 

A volunteer is still needed to attend the Tri-County Sustainability Alliance events. 
 

Julie said that Mr. Smith from HMHS will be honored at the next County Freeholders Meeting as 
a Sustainability Champion (April 21st).  

 
Doug said that idling is still a major issue around the town. DEP suggested that the borough 
send letters out to businesses that conduct business in that town that states Haddonfield is 
enforcing the anti-idling state law. Are there other things the group can do for anti-idling 
awareness?  
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 
 
 


